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Description 



FIELD OF THE INVENTION 



This invention relates generally to computer systems and, more particularly, to a method and 
system to store compressed files in a way to keep the limits of given compression formats or 
storage media formats. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



If a software application wants to store compressed files on a specific medium created with a 
specific file compression format it may has to keep the given limits. For example if you want 
to back up all files on a hard drive in one single compressed archive a software application 
can only add 65,536 files to an old PKZIP compression format archive and the created archive 
cannot have a file size larger than 2 Gigabyte. On the other hand some media formats like 
DVD-R do not allow single files stored larger than 2 Gigabyte. To keep the limits of the 
compression format and the destination storage medium this invention provides a method to 
keep the limits but to compress as much files as possible. It is based on the fact, that an 
average path (folder) on a hard drive never does contain more than 65,536 files but the 
amoimt of files stored on the hard drive can amoimt to more than 65,536. With this method all 
files can be compressed and stored on the destination medium. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



According to the present invention, this method and system provides a way to store 
compressed files to keep the limits of the given compression format or the limit of the 
destination medium. The compressed files are stored in single archives based on the source 
path of tiie files. The created archives can be stored then in an according path structure or in a 
single destination path but each numbered. This allows storing more compressed files than 
various compression formats or media formats would allow because of their according 
limitations. 



